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ADDRESS. 



The members of the Young Men's Temperance So- 
GiETY, in commencing their operations, deem it a doty, 
which they owe to the public, and especially to the young 
men of the community, to present a brief statement of the 
principles of their association, and of the objects they have 
in view. This duty is impressed upon them, by two consid- 
erations, — the obligation to explain every public undertaking, 
and the hope in thi^, that by such explanation, they may 
secure the co-operation and influence of every intelligentand 
virtuous young man among them. 

In the first place, then, the Toung Men's Temperance 
Society is a)i association for the promotion of temperance 
— ^rigid, it is true, but rational temperance. So much 
has been said and written, of late, upon the general subject 
of temperance, that nothing need now be added, except 
the assurance, that the members of this Society are deep- 
ly impressed with the truth and importance of those say- 
ings and writings, — that they are ready and determined, by 
all proper means, to contribute to their propagation, and to 
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give them influence, — and that they beh'eve that the good 
principles which have been promulged, and the great cause of 
temperance, can be much aided and advanced by an efficient 
support from those who are now rising up to take the places 
of their fathers. Can there, indeed, be a nobler cause, to 
employ the minds and hearts and tongues and hands of ra- 
tional men, than that whose aim is to remove one great 
source of the sin and misery with which the earth is cursed ? 
Can there be a holier battle fought, than against one of man's 
destroyers, — a richer victory achieved, than over a demon 
who holds souls in bondage ? To promote this cause, — to be 
combatants in this battle, — to participate in this victory, are 
among the objects of the Young Men's Temperance Society. 
Though the efforts of its members may be feeble, and their 
success trifling, they are ready to do their utmost. And, con- 
fident that no good cause has ever yet been deserted by a 
kind Providence, they commence their work by invoking the 
superintendence of that Being who blesses man in nothing 
more conspicuously than in prospering the enterprises under- 
taken in his behalf. 

In the second place, this is an association of young men :— • 
and it is to this consideration — that the Society whose claims 
to attention are now preferred, is composed of young 
men, uniting in the cause of temperance — that particular re- 
gard b solicited. 

In forming associations for moral objects, and especially for 
such an one as this Society contemplates, two results are 
hoped for and expected — the effect of the union upon the in- 
dividuals composing it, and its effect upon the community 
generally. It is for influence in both these ways, that the 
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YouDg Men's Temperance Society has been instituted. And 
it is because it is believed that in both these ways that influ- 
ence will be beneficial, that this Society claims, as it has a 
right to, attention and support. 

It is peculiarly fit that young men should unite for the pro- 
motion of temperance, because they themselves are most ex- 
posed, if not to the confirmed vice of intemperance, at least 
to that which too surely induces it. The seeds of vice, as well 
as of virtue, can be and are planted in youth. And there are 
many circumstances which expose the young man, more than 
any other, to dangerous excesses. Even the best feelings of his 
nature, and the most attractive traits of his character, are eas- 
ily trained by abuse to be the ministers of his ruin. Expe- 
rience reads us a melancholy lesson on this subject, as it 
points out the numerous individuals who have passed from 
what is mildly termed a wild boyhood to a wretched age. 
They began in joviality, and ended in destruction. But the 
story need not be told. We have only to look round among 
ourselves, and in view of the attractive temptations to excess 
with which youth is beset, and of the comparatively frail ar- 
mor by which it is protected, we shall be convinced that of 
all societies for the promotion of temperance, the most im- 
portant, so far certainly as the members are concerned, are 
those of young men. 

And then how deep is the interest which the community 
has that the rising generation should be pure in heart, as well 
as enlightened in intellect ! The character of the generation 
now acting upon the stage is fixed. Little can be done now 
to change what of evil is in it to good. But the young men, — 
they who are fast rising up, and will soon take the destinies 
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of their country into their keeping, — are yet within the reach 
of good or ill influences ; can yet be formed to be the bless- 
ings or the scourges of their times. In them, therefore, the 
interest of the thoughtful must centre. Upon what they may 
become depends what their country shall be. Has not the 
community, then, a deep concern in every association which 
guards its young men from a sin, whose effects, if not stayed, 
will deface and undermine itself ? Will not the community 
smile upon such a society ? nay more, will it not be encour- 
aged and strengthened, as it beholds its children thus striving 
to secure their virtue by pledging themselves against one vice 
so hateful in itself, and so prolific of crime ? 

And now upon whom shall the Young Men's Temperance 
Society call for aid, and to whom shall it address its appeal ? 
There are now, we trust, and ever will be, in the community, 
young men of firm, unwavering principles, who have seen the 
horrors of intemperance in its most dazzling as well as loath- 
some scenes ; nay, who have been tried themselves by the 
fiery furnace of temptation, and have passed out unscathed. 
Thanks to a kind Providence, there are many such young men 
among us, bright examples in youth, and rising up to be pil- 
lars of the purity and safety of the land. Has this Society no 
inducements for, and no claims upon such individuals ? Let 
them consider that though they may rightly trust much to prin- 
ciples which have thus far served them well, yet that man is 
frail. Let them remember that there is no virtue so strong, 
as not to need every added support within its reach. Let 
them feel that an open profession of their principles will give 
force to those principles, and diminish the danger of departing 
from them. But this is not all. Real virtue is not satisfied 
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with its effects upon its possessor. The good man glories not 
more in the good he experiences, than in that which he can 
communicate. The good principles which alone and unaided 
can sustain these individuals, are indeed treasures rich and 
priceless ; — but they are yet treasures which God has fur* 
nished for the good of mankind, — treasures, of which they 
who possess them are as much the stewards, as the rich 
man of his wealth. Let these individuals join this Society, 
then, as they would secure their great possession. Let them 
join it, as they would be faithful to their high trust. They will 
much enhance the value of their good principles, by enlarging 
the sphere of their usefulness. 

There is another class of young men in the community, 
who have not confirmed principles, but who still would' shud- 
der at the idea of becoming intemperate. These, in the gaiety 
and thoughtlessness of youth, unrestrained by any strong 
sense of duty, will be led on by associates to indulge in ex- 
cesses, which, in moments of reflection, they will bitterly re- 
gret. Afraid of the ridicule of those, whose evil importunities 
they would fain resist ; taught to believe that dissipation is 
manly, and not dreaming of the end to which it may lead 
them, they will be hurried on from step to step, until early 
innocence is lost in the degradation of manhood. It is not 
from real love for the stimulating or intoxicating cup, that 
these young men will commence their ruinous career. On the 
contrary, in their hearts they dislike and woidd avoid it. And 
if, in the moments of temptation, they had good friends with 
them, whose example and numbers would sustain them in re- 
sistance, they would readily forbear. To these, therefore, an 
association, like the Young Men's Temperance Society, is 
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the very resource they need. Enrollecl among its numbers, 
they will not only feel the check which that circumstance will 
impose, but armed with the confidence which the very asso- 
ciation will inspire, they will be strong in the hour of conflict. 
The scorn of the wicked one will be powerless, amid the sus- 
taining approbation of professed friends. And the influence 
of the Society will not only supply the want of firm principles 
for a time. It will, ere long, create those prirxiples, and give 
them energy. The individual, who, alone and solitary, might 
have been utterly lost, is thus not only saved to himself, to his 
family and his country, but is gradually raised up to the noble 
elevation of a virtuous man, acting upon principle. And, then, 
how mighty an instrument for others' good can one, thus pre- 
served, become ! Who can be a better advocate for such a 
society, than he who has felt and had reason to bless its influ- 
ence ? Surely the young men in this situation should be among 
the foremost upon the rolls of this Society. Most surely the 
Young Men's Temperance Society has inducements for and 
claims upon these, which can hardly be overrated, and should 
not be overlooked. 

And there is still another class of young men among us, — 
would that there were not, — to whom the Young Men's Tem- 
perance Society addresses an appeal. There are those who 
are fast fulfilling the prophecy which has been sketched, — 
who are actually running the course of which the preceding 
class were but in danger,— over whom the arch enemy has 
triumphed and is fast securing the victory, — in whose behalf 
anxious friends and heart-wrung parents are weeping while 
they pray. We will not dwell upon so dark a picture. We 
will but say, in reference to these, that whatever furnishes the 
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slightest hope of restoring one of thera to reason and to virtue, 
deserves the cordial support of every christian philanthropist. 
The Young Men's Temperance Society, then, established 
on these principles, and aiming at these objects, solicits the 
countenance and aid of the young men among us. It calls 
upon tlie strong in principle to come in, that they may confirm 
their power, and do good by it to others. It invites the weak 
to seek in it shelter, support and hope for the future. And it 
again implores upon itself the blessing of Heaven — that it 
may be an instrument of great and lasting good to the young 
men of the community. 
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CONSTITUTION. 



Whkrkas the making and rending of ardent spirits, and their nse, are 
productive of a large proportion of the ignorance, disease, pauperism and 
crime of the nation ; and whereas the moral sentiment and practice of the 
Yonng Men of the nation, will soon become the moral sentiment and practice 
of the nation itself ; and whereas the increase of intemperance, unobstmcted, 
would destroy our republican institutions ; and whereas experience has fully 
proved that it cannot be arrested by law, and only by voluntary association : 
Therefore, the Young Men of Boston feel themselves called upon by motives 
of self-respect, self-preservation, patriotism, and Christianity, to maintain, 
by moral purity, that independence which our fathers purchased with their 
blood ; and we associate under the following Constitutxoit, intending to 
co-operate with the Young Men of other cities, and all parts of our land, in 
the formation of a public sentiment, which shall, if possible, put an end to 
the traffic in ardent spirits and their use. 

ARTICLE I. 
This Society shall be called The Boston Young Mkn*s Tempbr- 
ANCE Society. 

ARTICLE n. 
The officers of this Society shall be a President, Vice-President, Corres- 
ponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, and twelve DirectorB, to 
be chosen by written ballot, who together shall constitute the Government 
of the Society. 
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AETICLE JIL 

At all meetlngfl of the Society, the President, and in his absence, the Vice- 
President, shall take the chair. Shoold both these oiBceis be absent, the 
first person on the list of Directors who may be present, shall act as Chair- 
man until one of them appear. 

ARTICLE IV. 
It shall be the daty of the Recording Secretary to keep a correct record of 
the transactions of the Society, to notify members appointed on committees, 
and to give previous notice of all meetings. 

ARTICLE V. 
It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect all assessments, to make 
such payments from the treasury as may be ordered by the government, and 
to keep a correct account of all the pecuniary concerns of the Society. 

ARTICLE VI. 
. The Goverament shall have power to hold meetings at such times and 
places as they may thmk proper ; to print or purchase tracts or essays on the 
subject of Temperance, and circulate them ; to open a correspondence with 
Bimilar Societies ; to make such disbursements of the funds as may appear 
advisable ^and to devise and carry into execution such, other measures as 
they may deem proper, and most likely to promote the cause of temperance 
io this city ; and shall report annually, through the Corresponding Secretary, 
to the Society. Tliey shall also have power to fill vacancies in the Board 
of Directors from the members of the Society. 

ARTICLE Vn. 
After the first choice of officers, they shall be chosen annually, in the 
month of May, at such time and place as the Government shall du-ect — a 
notice of which shall be published in one or more newspapers. Other meet- 
ings may be held at such times and places as the Government may appoint. 
Special meetings may be called by the President, provided he is requested to 
do so, in writing, by an application signed by not less than twelve members. 

ARTICLE Vni. 
Certificates 4>f honorary membership may be conferred upon such persons , 
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as are distingaished as advocates of Temperance, provided their names be 
jropoaed to the Government, and shall receive the votes of the majority of 
the members present at the next stated meeting of the Society. 

ARTICLE IX. 
Every person who subscribes this Constitntioo, shall become a member 
of the Society : and may cease to be such, by giving notice of his intention 
to the Recording Secretary in writing. 

ARTICLE X. 
We, therefore, whose names are hereunto annexed, believing that the use 
of ardent spirits is not only unnecessary but hortfol to the social, civil, and 
religions interests of man, — agree — that we will not nse them, nor traffic in 
them, nor will we provide them for the entertainment of friends, nor for per- 
sons in oar employment ; bnt will in all soitable ways discountenance the 
use of them throughout the community.* 

ARTICLE XI. 

No alteration shall be made in this Constitution, unless first submitted to 
a meeting of the Society, in writing, and acted upon at a subsequent meet- 
ing, and approved by a vote of three fourths of the members present 



'''This urticlo was adopted by tho Sociaty with the express UDderstandiog that it should 
not prevent the use of ardent spirits for medicinal pnrpoees. 
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VICE PRESIDENT. 
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RECORDING SECRETARY. 

MATTHEW BOLLES, Jr. 
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MICHAEL H. SIMPSON. 
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Copies of the Constitution are left at the following places 
for Signatures. 

APPRENTICES' LIBBARY, Congresi-streeL 

MERCANTILE LIBRARY, 95, Washingtan-^treet 

WM. BROWN'S, Comer of Wa$hington 4" ElHotstreeti. 

PEIRCE & PARKER'S, 9, ComhilU 

SIMPSON & OTIS, 88, India Wharfs 

BEZA LINCOLN'S, Corner of Salem tf PHnee-itreete. 

DANIEL HENCHMAN'S, Comer of Chamber fy Cambridge^treeti. 

ALLEN & TICENOR, Comer of School ^ Waehington^streets. 
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